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The doctrine of Incarnation as held by the Druses and by
the Nuseirfyeh is now largely a matter of theory. With the
Isma'illyeh of Syria, however, the doctrine takes a present
practical form. Not only is God supposed to dwell in the
sultan Mohammed Shah in Bombay, but he is also held to
be tabernacled in a virgin, living on the edge of the Syrian
desert, at Selem'yeh? which with Masyad' and Qadmfis7, in
the mountains to the west, constitutes the head-quarters of
the sect. This girl is called the ro'dhah, which may be
translated a greensward or pleasaunce. As long as she re-
mains a virgin she is regarded as sacred, and the Isma'il-
ians wear bits of her clothing or hair from her person in
their turbans. But should she marry—and she may do so
honorably—search is made for a successor, who must be a
girl born on a certain day in the year,1 and who should con-
form to certain characteristics regarding her height and the
color of her hair and eyes. At least two persons have sur-
prised the Isma'illyeh at a service of adoration of the ro'-
dhah. One, a government official, who broke in forcibly,
found the girl seated on a high chair dressed in a white robe,
with a wreath of fresh flowers on her head. The worship-
pers were kneeling before her chanting sacred songs. Ac-
cording to the testimony of the other witness, a simple
Syrian Christian, whom I questioned some ten years after
his adventure, his observations were confined to the brief
period between his accidental stumbling into a secret as-
sembly and his rough ejection by one of the worshippers,
who told him that any one else would have been promptly
butchered! He happened to be on friendly terms with the
prominent sheikhs. He remembers seeing a circle of some
twenty or thirty initiates, seated on the floor, in an attitude
of adoration of a girl of about sixteen years of age dressed
in a black robe that entirely covered her person, with her
hair hanging down on either side of her face which was
left exposed. Some one held a book, but he was not sure
whether it was the girl or her father, a prominent religious
1 Miss Gertrude Lowthian Bell was informed that every female child
(of the Isma'iltyeh) born on Rajab 27th is an incarnation of the Deity.
(See "The Desert and the Sown," p. 233, London, 1907.)

